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refused to sign the final agreement in 
2008, and instead escalated his attacks. 
Since then, the LRA has killed more 
than 1,000, including more than 200 on 
Christmas Day. The LRA has also ab-
ducted more than 450 children during 
this time. 

A few weeks ago, concerned citizens 
from around the world, in more than 
100 cities, participated in an event 
called the Rescue to raise awareness 
about the conflict and call on their 
elected officials—people here in this 
House of Representatives—to take ac-
tion. Two of these events were held in 
my home State—in Wichita and Kansas 
City. 

I’m here today to join my voice with 
the voices of those that participated in 
the Rescue and to call on Congress to 
support efforts to end the violence and 
to rebuild shattered lives. 

People look to the United States to 
defend those who cannot help them-
selves, to free the oppressed, and to 
champion the cause of freedom. This 
Congress can be the voice for those who 
have none. 

As Brandon Nimz, a student at Fort 
Hayes State University, who is active 
in raising awareness about this issue, 
said in a recent letter to the editor, ‘‘In 
this time when the world does not look 
very kindly toward the United States, 
I believe we must show everyone that 
we’re not driven solely by a need for 
power and influence—we do have a 
heart. Even though we will receive no 
political or economic gains by helping 
these defenseless villagers in the five 
affected African nations, it is the right 
thing to do.’’ 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, tonight 
let us show that America does indeed 
have that heart. Please join me in 
doing the right thing by taking action 
to help this conflict and protect the 
helpless. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
MCHENRY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. MCHENRY addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 

f 

107TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE INDE-
PENDENCE OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
CUBA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. I rise today because it is the 
107th anniversary of the independence 
of the Republic of Cuba. May 20, 1902. 

Most people, Mr. Speaker, think that 
independence of the Republic of Cuba 
was obtained from Spain. It was not. 
The fight was against Spain for almost 
100 years. Hundreds of thousands of he-

roic Cubans lost their lives. Then, the 
United States intervened to help Cuba 
in 1898. And this Congress was instru-
mental in making certain that after 
there was pacification—and obviously 
Spanish colonialism had been ex-
pelled—that the Republic of Cuba 
would be possible. 

The United States voluntarily left 
Cuba. Withdrew. Granted Cuba its inde-
pendence by withdrawing. May 20, 1902. 

So, today is an anniversary of a very 
important occasion. It’s a sad anniver-
sary, because 50 years ago the Cuban 
Republic fell in the hands of a de-
mented serial killer, a demonic mass 
murderer, Fidel Castro. And he con-
tinues to rule. He has been ill for some 
years and so he has granted some titles 
of power to his brother. But he con-
tinues to be the absolute, personal, 
total dictator of the totalitarian circus 
that oppresses the Cuban people. 

There are hundreds of recognized 
prisoners of conscience—journalists, li-
brarians, teachers, lawyers, physicians; 
people who simply have expressed their 
point of view that they want to see 
Cuba free. They’re in the dungeons. 
And there are thousands of others who 
are there as well because they violated 
so-called laws that would not and do 
not exist in democratic nations. 
They’re imprisoned for things such as 
dangerousness. Untold thousands thus 
are political prisoners in Cuba, suf-
fering in the gulag because they have 
bothered that demonic mass murderer 
in some way, because they seek free-
dom, those political prisoners. 

Now the system, the totalitarian sys-
tem that has lasted 50 years, is rotten 
to the core, Mr. Speaker. Not only does 
it have the abject opposition, rejection 
of the entire people, in consensus fash-
ion, the entire nation, but it’s putre-
fied. It’s absolutely rotten. And that 
system is in effect a corpse that is 
unburied. 

So, when the dictator does finally 
die, that circus, that system, totali-
tarian, oppressive system will die with 
them. We have seen, in recent exam-
ples in very personalized dictatorships, 
whether it’s Franco in Spain or Tru-
jillo in the Dominican Republic, it’s a 
matter of months or years. Their sys-
tems die with them. That’s what we’re 
going to see in Cuba. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will submit for 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a very im-
portant letter and list of signatories 
received just a few days ago. It was 
sent to the Organization of American 
States because there’s this pathetic, 
grotesque effort to readmit the Cuban 
military dictatorship that’s lasted 50 
years into the inter-American system, 
including the Organization of Amer-
ican States. And 300 dissidents have 
signed this letter. 

These are the heroes of Cuba; mostly 
young people, many of them wearing 
bracelets like this, calling for change. 
They’re the future of Cuba. And I rec-
ommend to my colleagues and the 

American people—and I will put it on 
my Web site—that they see the names 
of the future leaders of democratic 
Cuba. 

TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES 

Republic of Cuba, May 15, 2009 

We, members of the Cuban democratic op-
position, along with our brothers in the Re-
sistance who are exiled, consider it necessary 
to address you in the name of our people’s 
sovereign democratic aspirations. 

We contemplate how a call for the read-
mission of the longest-lived and most oppres-
sive of Latin American dictatorships to has 
been raised in the Latin American region, 
which, as if were not enough, the Castro dic-
tatorship itself has reviled. It is a painful 
contradiction for the complete normaliza-
tion of all ties with this tyrannical regime 
and the diplomatic acceptance of despotic 
rule on our Island to be proposed precisely 
on the 50th anniversary of the advent of to-
talitarianism in Cuba. 

Cuba has not been separated from the OAS. 
It is the tyrannical regime which violates 
the public liberties of Cubans that has been 
separated. It is the Cuban nation which has 
continued to belong to this organization in 
symbolic tribute to the thousands of Cubans 
who have paid harshly for their democratic 
resistance against this regime. 

Nevertheless, what worries us most is not 
the affront which would be committed 
against our rights by accepting the dictator-
ship which oppresses us as an equal in terms 
of the fundamental values of its democratic 
neighbors, but rather the damage that would 
be inflicted on the hemisphere itself. 

It has cost great pain and sacrifice to ban-
ish dictatorships from our Latin America. To 
ignore the Inter American Democratic Char-
ter, and specifically articles 1, 2, and 3 which 
state: 

Article 1—The peoples of the Americas 
have a right to democracy and their govern-
ments have an obligation to promote and de-
fend it. 

Article 2—The effective exercise of rep-
resentative democracy is the basis for the 
rule of law and of the constitutional regimes 
of the member states of the Organization of 
American States. 

Article 3—Essential elements of represent-
ative democracy include, inter alia, respect 
for human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
access to and the exercise of power in accord-
ance with the rule of law, the holding of peri-
odic, free, and fair elections based on secret 
balloting and universal suffrage as an expres-
sion of the sovereignty of the people, the plu-
ralistic system of political parties and orga-
nizations, and the separation of powers and 
independence of the branches of government. 

To readmit the totalitarian Castro regime 
to the OAS would mean opening the door to 
every kind of future despotism for the re-
gion, and would portend grave and unpredict-
able consequences for the millions of human 
beings who are part of the Latin American 
community. 

We ask you, in the name of the very values 
of civilization, not to take this step. To do so 
would be to lower our American democratic 
community to the level of totalitarian bar-
barism. The 1962 Resolution expresses a clear 
democratic principle: there can be no demo-
cratic tolerance for the institutionalized vio-
lation of human rights embodied totali-
tarian, Marxist-Leninist regimes. 
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The Inter-American Commission of Human 

Rights, an institution affiliated to the OAS, 
has been one of the most serious and con-
sistent institutions to document the atroc-
ities committed by the Castro dictatorship 
against its own people. 

Furthermore, we consider that the free 
Cuban nation would leave through the same 
door that the Castro regime may potentially 
be admitted to the OAS. 

Consideramos además que por la misma 
puerta que entrarı́a la dictadura castrista al 
ser admitida potencialmente por la OEA, 
saldrı́a la nación cubana libre. 

Embrace the Cuban people. Condemn its 
dictatorship. Do not reinstate the Castro re-
gime in the Latin American democratic com-
munity; open the doors of the OAS to the 
Cuban civil society that non-violently strug-
gles for democratic transformation. 

SIGNATURES: 
1. Adailsa Emilia Calderón Castillo, 

Liliana Morfis Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos 
Independientes de Cuba, Hoguı́n 

2. Adis Noris Cruz Viamonte, Movimiento 
de Resistencia Civica Pedro Luis Boitel, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

3. Aidé Viamontes Márquez, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

4. Alberto González Sardiñas, Partido Pro 
Derechos Humanos, Ciudad de La Habana. 

5. Alberto Reyes Morales, Plantados, 
Coalición Central Opositora. 

6. Alcides Rivera Rodrı́guez, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 

7. Alejandrina Garcı́a de la Riva, Dama de 
Blanco, esposa del prisionero polı́tico 
Diosdado González Marrero, Matanzas. 

8. Alejandro Dominguez Merino, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Hoguı́n 

9. Alejandro Tur Valladares, Jagua Press, 
Coalición Central Opositora. Cienfuegos. 

10. Alexis Carrillo Llanos, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Holguı́n. 

11. Alexis Muñoz Calvo, Partido Cubano 
Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad Camagüeyana 
de Derechos Humanos, Camagüey. 

12. Alfredo Borroa Gallo, Partido por 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental, Holguı́n. 

13. Alfredo Pozo Carbonell, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

14. Amado Ruiz Moreno, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank Paı́s, 
Coalición Central Opositora. Villa Clara. 

15. Ana Margarita Perdigón Brito, 
Coalición Central Opositora, Sancti Spiritus. 

16. Ana Rosa Alfonso Arteaga, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Coalición Central Opositora. Villa 
Clara. 

17. Andrés Fernando Bilbao Garcés, 
Partido Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, 
Unidad Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

18. Angel Batista Vega, Partido por 
Derechos Humanos de Cuba Afiliado a la 
Fundación Andrei Sajarov. 

19. Angel Luis Santiesteban Rodes, Pre-
sidio Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos. 

20. Aniceto Mena Contreras, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coailición Cen-
tral Opositora. Villa Clara. 

21. Antonia Rodrı́guez Mirabal. Activista 
de Derechos Humanos, Villa Clara. 

22. Antonio Arias Torres, periodista 
independiente del Centro de Información 
Hablemos Press, Proyecto Comunitario 
Alegrı́as Infantiles, Ciudad de La Habana. 

23. Aramilda Contreras Rodrı́guez, 
Movimiento Feminista por los Derechos 
Civiles Rosa Parks, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 

24. Ariel González Cendiña, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Ciudad de La Habana. 

25. Armando González Benitez, Partido del 
Pueblo Cubano, Ciudad de La Habana. 

26. Armando Llánez Govı́n, Partido Cubano 
Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad Camagüeyana 
de Derechos Humanos, Camagüey. 

27. Arnaldo Espósito Zaldı́var, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

28. Arnoldo Batista Batista, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

29. Asnay Saurı́ Ibarra, Partido Liberal de 
Cuba, Coalición Central Opositora. 

30. Bárbara Jiménez Contreras, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Movimiento Femenino Martha Abreu, Villa 
Clara. 

31. Bárbara Ortiz Piris, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

32. Belkis Mena Contreras, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Coalición Central Opositora. Villa 
Clara. 

33. Benigno Pérez Santiesteban. Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Holguı́n. 

34. Bernardo Rogelio Arévalo Padrón, ex 
prisionero polı́tico y de conciencia, Cien-
fuegos. 

35. Bienvenido Pedigón Pacheco, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank Paı́s, 
Coalición Central Opositora. Sancti Spiritus. 

36. Blas Fortún Martı́nez, Coalición Cen-
tral Opositora. Villa Clara. 

37. Caridad Burunate Gómez, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Partido Pro 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov. 

38. Caridad Caballero Batista, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Alianza Democrática Oriental. 
Holguı́n. 

39. Carlos Artiles Pérez, Partido Cubano 
Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad Camagüeyana 
de Derechos Humanos, Camagüey. 

40. Carlos Cordero Páez, Presidio Politico 
Pedro Luis Boitel, Movimiento Mario 
Manuel de la Peña. 

41. Carlos Lescalle Silva, Centro de 
Información Hablemos Press, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Ciego de Avila. 

42. Carlos Luis Pineda Moreno, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank Paı́s, 
Manzanillo, Granma. 

43. Carlos Manuel Cárdenas González, 
Centro de Información Hablemos Press, Ciu-
dad de La Habana. 

44. Carlos Manuel González Rodrı́guez, 
Movimiento de Resistencia Cı́vica Pedro 
Luis Boitel, Consejo de Relatores de 
Derechos Humanos de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

45. Carlos Manuel Hernández Reyes, 
Alianza Democrática Oriental, Guantánamo. 

46. Carlos Michael Morales Rodrı́guez, 
Coalición Central Opositora. Villa Clara. 

47. Carlos Palacios González, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

48. Carlos Rio Garcia, periodista 
independiente, Consejo de Relatores de 
Derechos Humanos, Pinar del Rı́o. 

49. Carlos Zaldı́var Palacios, Liliana Morfis 
Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos Independientes 
de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

50. Carmen Char Faez, Liliana Morfis 
Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos Independientes 
de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

51. Celestino Hernández Gutiérrez, 
Movimiento Cı́vico Nacionalista Cubano, 
Coalición Central Opositora. Villa Clara. 

52. Celso Peña Velis, Liliana Morfis Núñez, 
Colegio de Pedagogos Independientes de 
Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

53. César González Figueredo, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

54. Clara Marta Fonseca Quevedo, Partido 
Pro Derechos Humanos, Ciudad de La 
Habana. 

55. Cristián Toranzo Fundichely, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvenes por la 
Democracia. 

56. Damaris Moya Portieles, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Coalición Central Opositora. Villa 
Clara. 

57. Damaris Velázquez Arévalo, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

58. Damián Dı́az Nápoles, Partido Cubano 
Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad Camagüeyana 
de Derechos Humanos, Camagüey. 

59. Daniel Miguel Benitez Romero, Colegio 
de Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, 
Holguı́n. 

60. Dayamı́ Ortiz Molina, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Holguı́n. 

61. Dayamı́ Romero Ortiz, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

62. Deikel Arias Peña, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

63. Delmides Fidalgo López, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

64. Delvis Martı́nez Alvides, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Holguı́n. 

65. Dervis Martı́nez Alvides, Partido Pro 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental, Holguı́n. 

66. Diego Sevila Martı́nez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

67. Diosiris Santana Pérez, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 

68. Dixán Saavedra Prats, Presidio Polı́tico 
Pedro Luis Boitel, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental. Holguı́n. 

69. Dixy Carreño Llanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos, Holguı́n. 

70. Donaida Pérez Paseiro, periodista 
independiente Coalición Central Opositora. 

71. Doraiza Correoso, Presidio Pedro Luis 
Boitel, Alianza Democrática Oriental, 
Santiago de Cuba. 

72. Eddy Rodrı́guez Cabrejas, Sindicato 
Obrero Independiente Victoria, Las Tunas. 

73. Edelmira del Carmen Quiñones Abra-
ham, Movimiento Feminista por los 
Derechos Civiles Rosa Parks, Alianza 
Democrática Oriental, Holguı́n. 

74. Eisy Marrero Marrero, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Camagüey. 

75. Elaine Vargas Betancourt, Sindicato 
Obrero Independiente Victoria, Las Tunas. 

76. Elia Rosa Moreno, Partido Democrático 
30 de Noviembre Frank Paı́s, Coalición Cen-
tral Opositora. Villa Clara. 

77. Emerida Hastie Pérez, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Alianza Democrática Oriental, 
Holguı́n. 

78. Emilio Bringas Evora, Partido por 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Matanzas. 

79. Ernesto Borges Pérez, Partido por la 
Unidad Democrática Cristiana de Cuba, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Ciudad de La Habana. 

80. Ernesto Jésus Jácome Hernández, 
Partido por Derechos Humanos de Cuba 
afiliado a la Fundación Andrei Sajarov, 
Provincia Habana. 

81. Ernesto Mederos Arrozarena, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 
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82. Esperanza de la Paz Sánchez, 

Movimiento Feminista por los Derechos 
Civiles Rosa Parks, Alianza Democrática 
Oriental, Holguin. 

83. Esteban Peña Vera, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

84. Esteban Rodrı́guez Oliva, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

85. Esteban Sander Suárez, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Alianza 
Democrática Oriental. 

86. Eulicer Serrano Mayo, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

87. Eusebio Pereta Godoy, Partido Liberal 
Cubano. 

88. Félix Reyes Gutiérrez, Bibliotecas 
Independientes, Coalición Central Opositora. 
Villa Clara. 

89. Fidel de Jesús Novoa Chávez, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

90. Francisco Rangel Manzano, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Partido por 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov. 

91. Francisco Safúser, Partido por 
Derechos Humanos de Cuba afiliado a la 
Fundación Andrei Sajarov, Ciudad de la 
Habana. 

92. Francisco Santiago Guerrero González, 
Colegio de Pedagogos Independientes de 
Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

93. Frank Reyes López, Presidio Polı́tico 
Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 

94. Froilán Guardado de la Torre, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

95. Gaspar Batista González, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

96. George Perdigón Brito, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Sancti Spiritus. 

97. Gerardo Leiva Hidalgo, Partido por 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental, Holguı́n. 

98. Gerardo Páez Dı́az, Partido Acción 
Consultadora Democrática, Provincia 
Habana. 

99. Geraudis Palacio Espósito, Partido por 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental, Holguı́n. 

100. Gertrudis Ojeda Suárez, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks. Holguı́n. 

101. Guillermo del Sol Pérez, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 

102. Guillermo Fariñas Hernández, 
Cubanacán Press, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 

103. Guillermo Figueredo Rivero, Sindicato 
Obrero Independiente Victoria, Las Tunas. 

104. Guillermo Pérez Yera, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 

105. Gustavo Quintana Rodrı́guez, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

106. Héctor López Pérez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

107. Heriberto Santorio Leiva, Alianza 
Democrática Oriental. 

108. Higiniio Gonzálz Rodrı́guez, 
Movimiento de Resistencia Cı́vica Pedro 
Luis Boitel, Consejo de Relatores de 
Derechos Humanos de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

109. Hugo Damián Prieto Blanco, Consejo 
de Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Ciudad de La Habana. 

110. Idalberto González Gómez, Movimiento 
Cı́vico Nacionalista Cubano, Coalición Cen-
tral Opositora. Villa Clara. 

111. Idalmis Desdı́n Salgueiro, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks. Holguı́n. 

112. Idalmis Núñez Reinoso, Presidio Pedro 
Luis Boitel, Alianza Democrática Oriental, 
Santiago de Cuba. 

113. Idania Yanes Contreras, presidente 
Coalición Central Opositora. Villa Clara. 

114. Ilais Menéndez Leánd, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Alianza Democrática Oriental. 

115. Ileana Hermita Rodrı́guez, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

116. Ilsysi Varona Bermüdez, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

117. Inés Maria López Sánchez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

118. Inima Marcos Mondeja, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Cı́rculos Municipalistas. 

119. Iris Tamara Pérez Aguilera, presidente 
Movimiento Feminista por los Derechos 
Civiles Rosa Parks, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 

120. Isidoro Marrero Fernández, Alianza 
Democrática Oriental. 

121. Ismael Bermúdez Periche, Liliana 
Morfis Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos 
Independientes de Cuba, Holgúin. 

122. Ismael Fernández Pérez, Liliana Morfis 
Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos Independientes 
de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

123. lzmaris Salomón Carcacés, periodista 
independiente, Consejo de Relatores de 
Derechos Humanos, Ciudad de La Habana. 

124. Jannis Alibet Marrero Morales, 
Fundación Cubana de Derechos Humanos, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

125. Janny Morales Hernández, Partido Pro 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental, Holguı́n. 

126. Jesús Cordero Suárez, Conductores de 
Bicitaxis, Ciudad de La Habana. 

127. Jorge Alberto Rustán Hinojosa, 
Partido Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, 
Unidad Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

128. Jorge Corrales Ceballos, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Alianza Democrática Oriental, Guantánamo. 

129. Jorge González Válazquez, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

130. Jorge Luis Garcia Pérez ‘‘Antúnez’’, 
Presidio Politico Pedro Luis Boitel, 
Coalición Central Opositora. Villa Clara. 

131. Jorge Luis González Rodriguez, 
Movimiento de Resistencia Civica Pedro 
Luis Boitel, Consejo de Relatores de 
Derechos Humanos de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

132. Jorge Luis Ortiz Tamayo, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Holguı́n. 

133. Jorge Luis Rivas Marin, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Holguı́n. 

134. Jorge Luis Santiesteban Rodé, Colegio 
de Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, 
Holguı́n 

135. Jorge Toledo Figueroa, Partido Liberal 
de Cuba, Coalición Central Opositora. 

136. José Avalos Perez, Director de la 
Biblioteca Independiente ‘‘Henry Reever’’, 
Ciudad de La Habana. 

137. José Félix Rodriguez Rodriguez, 
Confederación Obrera Nacional 
Independiente, Pinar del Rio. 

138. José Hernández López, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 

Circulos Democráticos Municipalistas, 
Matanzas. 

139. José Luis Cabrera Cruz, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

140. José Luis Ortiz Tamayo, Presidio Po-
litico Pedro Luis Boitel, Alianza 
Democrática Oriental. Holguı́n. 

141. José Marino Ortiz Molina, Presidio Po-
litico Pedro Luis Boitel, Alianza 
Democratica Oriental. Holguı́n. 

142. José Páez Fuentes, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 
143. JOSÉ VERDECIA DIAZ, COLEGIO DE 

PEDAGOGOS INDEPENDIENTES DE CUBA, 
HOLGUÍN. 
144. Juan Alberto de Ia Nuez Ramirez, 

Fundación Cubana de Derechos Humanos, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Cienfuegos. 

145. Juan Carlos González Leiva, Consejo 
de Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Ciudad de La Habana. 

146. Juan de Dios Medina Vázquez, Partido 
Liberal de Cuba, Coalición Central 
Opositora. 

147. Juan Luis Rodriguez Desdı́n, Presidio 
Politico Pedro Luis Boitel, Alianza 
Democrática Oriental. Holguı́n. 

148. Juan Miguel Escalona Grass, Partido 
Pro Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la 
Fundación Andrei Sajarov, Alianza 
Democrática Oriental, Holguı́n. 

149. Juan Miguel González Marrero, Pre-
sidio Politico Pedro Luis Boitel, Partido Pro 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov. 

150. Juan Miguel Martorell Leiva, 
Sindicato Obrero Independiente Victoria, 
Las Tunas 

151. Juan Oriol Verdecia Evora, Partido pro 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov. Holguı́n. 

152. Juan Rafael Santiesteban Marrero, 
Liliana Morfis Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos 
Independientes de Cuba; Holguı́n. 

153. Juan Ramón Rivero Despaigne, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvenes por la 
Democracia, Santiago de Cuba. 

154. Juan Sacarias Verdecia, Alianza 
Democratica Oriental. 

155. Julián Enrique Martinez Báez, 
Secretario General del Partido Pro Derechos 
Humanos de Cuba afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Provincia Habana. 

156. Julio Arsemio Zaldivar de la Torre, 
Liliana Morfis Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos 
Independientes de Cuba, Holguı́n 

157. Julio Peña Martinez, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

158. Julio Romero Muñoz, Movimiento 
Solidario Expresión Libre, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

159. Julio Sarmiento Pineda, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank Pais, 
Manzanillo, Granma. 

160. Karel Caballero Pimentel, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

161. Kenia Sánchez Ramayo, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

162. Lázara Bárbara Cendiña Recarte, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Ciudad de La Habana 

163. Leonardo Fernández Cutiño, 
Movimiento 10 de diciembre, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

164. Leonardo Morejón Sorra, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

165. Leticia Ramos Herrerı́a, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos, 
Movimiento Femenino Martha Abreu, 
Matanzas. 
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166. Libertad Acosta Dı́az, esposa del ex 

prisionero polı́tico y de conciencia Bernardo 
Arévalo Padrón, Cienfuegos. 

167. Liliana Bencomo Menéndez, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

168. Liliana Morfis Núñez, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

169. Liliana Morfis Núñez, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

170. Lisandra Domı́bguez Mora, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

171. Lissete Zamora Carrandi, periodista 
independiente, Coalición Central Opositora, 
Villa Clara. 

172. Lizardo Vargas González, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

173. Loreto Hernández Garcı́a, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 

174. Luciano Vera Leiva, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

175. Luis González Medina, Partido pro 
Derechos Humanos de Cuba afiliado a la 
Fundación Andrei Sajarov, Provincia 
Habana. 

176. Luis Julián Báez Sierra, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank Paı́s, 
Manzanillo, Granma 

177. Luis Miguel González Leiva, Partido 
Liberal de Cuba, Coalición Central 
Opositora. 

178. Luis Orlando Quintana Rodrı́guez, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

179. Luz Marı́a Barceló Padrón, Partido pro 
Derechos Humanos de Cuba afiliado a la 
Fundación Andrei Sajarov, Provincia 
Habana. 

180. Magaly Norvis Otero Suárez, 
periodista independiente Agencia ALAS, Ciu-
dad de La Habana. 

181. Maikel Verdecia Torres, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Holguı́n. 

182. Maiky Martorell Mayans, Sindicato 
Obrero Independiente Victoria, Las Tunas. 

183. Mailet Sierra Pupo, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

184. Maite Verdecia Torres, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel. 

185. Manuel González Miranda, Movimiento 
de Resistencia Civica Pedro Luis Boitel, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

186. Manuel González Rodrı́guez, 
Movimiento de Resistencia Cı́vica Pedro 
Luis Boitel, Consejo de Relatores de 
Derechos Humanos de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

187. Manuel Martı́nez León, Cı́rculos 
Democráticos Municipalistas, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Holguı́n. 

188. Marcelina Lara Morales, Consejo 
Nacional por los Derechos Civiles, 
Movimiento Feminista por los Derechos 
Civiles Rosa Parks, Coalición Central 
Opositora. Villa Clara. 

189. Marcos Antonio Fuster Ciguenza, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvens por la 
Democracia, Santiago de Cuba. 

190. Marcos Pupo Ramı́rez, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguin. 

191. Margarito Broche Espinosa, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Villa Clara. 

192. Maria de la Caridad Noa Gonzalez, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Villa Clara. 

193. Maria Esther Blanco Aguirre, Dama de 
Blanco, esposa del prisionero polı́tico 
Próspero Gainza Agüero, Holguı́n. 

194. Maria López Báez, Fotoreportera del 
Centro de Información Hablemos Press, Ciu-
dad de La Habana. 

195. Maria Magdalena Moreno Cadenas, 
Partido Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank 
Pais, Manzanillo, Granma. 

196. Mariano Hernández Creag, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

197. Mariano Vera Espinosa, Movimiento 
Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

198. Mario Camoira Aguilera, Partido Pro 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental, Holguı́n. 

199. Mario Hechavarria Driggs, periodista 
independiente, Ciudad de La Habana. 

200. Maritza Ross Morrieta, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

201. Marlene Bermúdez Sardiñas, Asamblea 
para Promover la Sociedad Civil en Cuba, 
Bibliotecas Independientes, Camagüey. 

202. Marlon Guillermo Martorell Quiñonez, 
Colegio de Pedagogos Independientes de 
Cuba, Sindicato Obrero Independiente Vic-
toria, Holguı́n. 

203. Marta Dı́az Rondón, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Alianza Democratica Oriental. 
Holguı́n. 

204. Mayelı́n Méndez Rivas, Sindicato 
Obrero Independiente Victoria, Las Tunas. 

205. Maylı́n Katiusca Sánchez Ramayo, 
Liliana Morfis Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos 
Independientes de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

206. Mayra Morejón, Partido por la Unidad 
Democrática Cristiana de Cuba, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Ciudad de La Habana 

207. Melba Santana Ariz, Dama de Blanco, 
esposa del prisionero polı́tico Rodolfo 
Domı́nguez Batista, Las Tunas 

208. Mercedes Fresneda Castillo, Circulos 
Democráticos Municipalistas, Partido por la 
Unidad Democrática Cristiana de Cuba, Ciu-
dad de La Habana. 

209. Michel Oliva López, Plantados, 
Coalición Central Opositora. 

210. Miguel Angel López Herrera, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvenes por la 
Democracia, Guantánamo. 

211. Miguel Carmenate Batista, Partido 
Liberal de Cuba. 

212. Miguel López Santos, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank Paı́s. 
Ciudad de La Habana. 

213. Miguel Martorell Quiñones, Sindicato 
Obrero Independiente Victoria, Las Tunas. 

214. Milagros Rondón Leiva, Fraternidad de 
Ciegos Independientes de Cuba, Ciego de 
Avila. 

215. Mildred Nohemı́ Sánchez Infante, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvenes por la 
Democracia, Holguı́n. 

216. Milena Rodrı́guez Pelayo, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Alianza Democrática Oriental, 
Holguı́n. 

217. Nelson Ramón Peña Camejo, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

218. Néstor Rodrı́guez Lobaina, Movı́miento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Alianza Democrática Oriental. 

219. Néstor Rodrı́guez Lobaina, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Alianza Democrática Oriental, Guantánamo. 

220. Niober Garcı́a Fournier, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

221. Noelia Pedraza Jiménez, Consejo de 
Realtores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Dama de Blanco, Villa Clara. 

222. Norberto Gómez Paz, Sindicato Obrero 
Independiente Victoria, Las Tunas. 

223. Odalina Cruz Ricardo, Sindicato 
Obrero Independiente Victoria, Las Tunas. 

224. Orestes Rodrı́guez Bustamante, 
Corriente Martiana, Provincia Habana. 

225. Osmani Cobas Rodrı́guez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

226. Osvaldo Rams de la Cruz, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Santiago de Cuba. 

227. Pedro Enrique Martı́nez Machado, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Santiago de Cuba. 

228. Pedro González Rodrı́guez, Movimiento 
de Resistencia Cı́vica Pedro Luis Boitel, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

229. Pedro Luis Olivera Martı́nez, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

230. Pedro Maga Zaldı́var, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

231. Prudencio Nápoles Hidalgo, 
Fraternidad de Ciegos Independientes de 
Cuba, Ciego de Avila. 

232. Quirenia Cossı́o Fonseca, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Santiago de Cuba. 

233. Rafael Meneses Pupo, prisionero 
polı́tico, Presidio Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel. 

234. Rafael Santiesteban Marrero, Partido 
Pro Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la 
Fundación Andrei Sajarov, Alianza 
Democrática Oriental, Holguı́n. 

235. Ramón Reyes Orama, Presidio Polı́tico 
Pedro Luis Boitel, Alianza Democrática 
Orienta, Holguı́n. 

236. Ramóna Sánchez Ramı́rez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

237. Raúl Borges Alvares, Partido por la 
Unidad Democrática Cristiana de Cuba, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Ciudad de La Habana. 

238. Raúl Hipoli Leiva, Sindicato Obrero 
Independiente Victoria, Las Tunas. 

239. Raúl Hipoli Miranda, Sindicato Obrero 
Independiente Victoria, Las Tunas. 

240. Raúl Luis Garcı́a Tirado, Partido Lib-
eral de Cuba. 

241. Raúl Luis Risco Pérez, ex prisionero 
polı́tico, Presidio Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, 
Movimiento Solidario Expresión Libre, Pinar 
del Rio. 

242. Raúl Menéndez Martı́nez, ex prisionero 
polı́tico del Presidio Polı́tico Histórico, Villa 
Clara. 

243. Raúl Parada Ramı́rez, Centro de 
Información Hablemos Press, Cienfuegos. 

244. Reina Luisa Tamayo Dánger, Dama de 
Blanco, madre del prisionero polı́tico Or-
lando Zapata Tamayo, Holguı́n. 

245. Reinaldo Cabalet Del Risco, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

246. Reinaldo Rivera Fasli, Liliana Morfis 
Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos Independientes 
de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

247. Reinaldo Villafaña Villavicencio, 
Movimiento 24 de febrero, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

248. Ricardo González Cendiña, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Ciudad de La Habana. 

249. Ricardo Pupo Sierra, Plantados, 
Coalición Central Opositora, Cienfuegos. 

250. Roberto de Jesús Guerra Pérez, Centro 
de Información Hablemos Press, Ciudad de 
La Habana. 

251. Roberto Escalona Blanco, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Holguı́n. 

252. Roberto Marrero La Rosa, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

253. Roberto Pupo Sierra, Partido Liberal 
de Cuba, Coalición Central Opositora. 

254. Roberto Yoel Fonseca Rojo, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank Pais, 
Manzanillo, Granma. 

255. Rodolfo Domı́nguez Batista, prisionero 
polı́tico y de conciencia, Las Tunas. 

256. Rodolfo Ramı́rez Cardoso, Movimiento 
Lı́nea Pacifica Democrática, Ciudad de La 
Habana. 
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257. Rogelio Tavio López, Movimiento 

Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

258. Rogelio Tavio Ramı́rez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

259. Rolando Rodrı́guez Lobaina, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvenes por la 
Democracia, Alianza Democratico Oriental, 
Guantánamo. 

260. Rosaida Ramı́rez Matos, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

261. Rosina González Cruz, Partido Cubano 
Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad Camagüeyana 
de Derechos Humanos, Camagüey. 

262. Rubén Ignacio Núñez San Miguel, 
Partido Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank 
Paı́s, Manzanillo, Granma. 

263. Ruperto Pérez Zayas, Partido Cubano 
Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad Camagüeyana 
de Derechos Humanos, Camagüey. 

264. Sahilı́ Navarro Alvarez, Dama de Blan-
co, hija del prisionero polı́tico Félix Navarro 
Rodrı́guez, Matanzas. 

265. Sandra Guerra Pérez, Centro de 
información Hablemos Press, Provincia 
Habana. 

266. Sandra Rey Moreno, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks, Coalición Central Opositora, Villa 
Clara. 

267. Santa Lilián Rodrı́guez Rodrı́guez, 
Movimiento de Resistencia Cı́vica Pedro 
Luis Boitel, Consejo de Relatores de 
Derechos Humanos de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

268. Santos Alberto Escalona Blanco, 
Fundación Cubana de Derechos Humanos, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

269. Segundo Rey Cabrera González, Comité 
Cubano Pro Derechos Humanos, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Sancti Spiritus. 

270. Solı́cito Mena Contreras, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora, Villa Clara. 

271. Sonia Alvarez Campillo, Dama de 
Blanco, esposa del prisionero polı́tico Félix 
Navarro Rodrı́guez, Matanzas. 

272. Tamara Carmenate Betancourt, 
Partido Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, 
Unidad Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

273. Tania Maseda Guerra, Consejo de 
Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Ciudad de La Habana. 

274. Tatiana Murillo Guerra, Partido 
Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank Paı́s, 
Manzanillo, Granma. 

275. Tatiana Parra Pérez, Liliana Morfis 
Núñez, Colegio de Pedagogos Independientes 
de Cuba, Hoguı́n. 

276. Teófilo Alvarez Gil, Cı́rculos 
Democráticos Municipalistas, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Camagüey. 

277. Vı́ctor Kindelán Sánchez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Holguı́n. 

278. Virgilio Mantilla Arango, Fundación 
Cubana de Derechos Humanos, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

279. William Alexis Reyes Mir, prisionero 
polı́tico, Presidio Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel. 

280. William Rodrı́guez Paredes, 
Movimiento 24 de febrero, Provincia Habana. 

281. Wladimir Aguilera Portelles, Partido 
Pro Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la 
Fundación Andrei Sajarov, Alianza 
Democrática Oriental, Holguı́n. 

282. Wladimir Hall de la Torre, Partido Pro 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental, Holguı́n. 

283. Yaité Dianellis Cruz Sosa, Movimiento 
Feminista por los Derechos Civiles Rosa 
Parks. 

284. Yamila Sofı́a Saumell Naranjo, 
Partido Democrático 30 de Noviembre Frank 
Paı́s, Manzanillo, Granma. 

285. Yamisleidy Portilla Olivera, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

286. Yanoski Echevarrı́a Rodrı́guez, Partido 
Cubano Demócrata Cristiano, Unidad 
Camagüeyana de Derechos Humanos, 
Camagüey. 

287. Yoan Alexis Mir Torres, Colegio de 
Pedagogos Independientes de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

288. Yoan Alexis Mis Torres, Partido Pro 
Derechos Humanos Afiliado a la Fundación 
Andrei Sajarov, Alianza Democrática Ori-
ental, Holguı́n. 

289. Yoandri Naoski Ricardo Mir, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Holguı́n. 

290. Yoandris Beltrán Gamboa, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Guantánamo. 

291. Yoandris Durán Sánchez, Movimiento 
Cubano de Jóvenes por la Democracia, 
Holguı́n. 

292. Yordán Velázquez Rodrı́guez, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

293. Yorkis Rodrı́guez Domı́nguez, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

294. Yorledis Duvalón Guivert Ortiz, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvenes por la 
Democracia, Santiago de Cuba. 

295. Yudalmis Fernández Martı́nez, Consejo 
de Relatores de Derechos Humanos de Cuba, 
Cı́rculos Democráticos Municipalistas, 
Matanzas. 

296. Yudelmis Fonseca Rondón, 
Movimiento Feminista por los Derechos 
Civiles Rosa Parks, Holguı́n. 

297. Yudisleidis Saavedra Sánchez, 
Movimiento Cubano de Jóvenes por la 
Democracia, Holguı́n. 

298. Yumisleidy Fonseca Rondón, 
Fundación Cubana de Derechos Humanos, 
Consejo de Relatores de Derechos Humanos 
de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

299. Yunieski Garcı́a López, Presidio 
Polı́tico Pedro Luis Boitel, Coalición Central 
Opositora, Villa Clara. 

300. Yurisander Gómez Hernández, 
Movimiento Cristiano de Cuba, Holguı́n. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. BURTON of Indiana addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate agrees to the report of 
the committee of conference on the 
disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 
the amendment of the House to the bill 
(S. 454) ‘‘An Act to improve the organi-
zation and procedures of the Depart-
ment of Defense for the acquisition of 
major weapon systems, and for other 
purposes.’’. 

f 

ISRAEL REMAINS A KEY U.S. 
ALLY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. With Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu in Washington this 

week, it’s important that we refocus on 
the unique relationship the U.S. shares 
with the Nation of Israel. This year is 
the 61st anniversary of the State of 
Israel. But 61 years of existence does 
not mean that Israel no longer faces 
profound threats to its very survival. 
Chief among those is the threat of a 
nuclear-armed Iran and Iran’s con-
tinuing aggressive stance towards 
Israel in the region. 

b 1900 
Making matters even more urgent, 

Iran announced today that it has suc-
cessfully test-fired a missile that is ca-
pable of striking Israel in addition to 
U.S. military installations in the Mid-
dle East and parts of Southeastern Eu-
rope. With his typical rhetorical ham-
mer and anvil, Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said that with 
today’s missile launch, Iran is sending 
a strong message on the nuclear front: 
‘‘Today the Republic of Iran is running 
the show.’’ 

While I doubt that this is the case, it 
is increasingly clear that Iran relishes 
its role as Middle East troublemaker 
and is nowhere near giving up its trou-
bling belligerent stance toward our 
Israeli allies. Yet despite the threats 
and instability that proliferate in the 
Middle East, Israel has proven to be a 
steadfast ally to the U.S. and a model 
of a free and open democratic state in 
this troubled region. Since the time of 
its creation more than 60 years ago, 
Israel has served as an example of de-
mocracy and equal rights for her neigh-
bors. Israel has also proved to be a 
steadfast ally to the United States in a 
variety of ways, particularly within 
our country’s diplomatic efforts in the 
Middle East. 

Since its founding in 1948, the State 
of Israel has served as a democratic an-
chor in the Middle East. Like the 
United States, the Israeli Declaration 
of Independence protects freedom of 
speech, freedom of religion, a free 
press, free elections and many other te-
nets of a free society. Israel established 
a democracy in the midst of a politi-
cally tumultuous region and by guar-
anteeing the basic rights of her citi-
zens, sets herself apart from her au-
thoritarian neighbors. Israel prides 
herself on women’s rights and equal 
pay for women in the workforce. The 
first female Prime Minister, Golda 
Meir, was elected in 1969, just 21 years 
after the formation of modern Israel. 
Women now serve as the Foreign Min-
ister, Speaker of the Knesset and Chief 
Justice of the Israeli Supreme Court. 
Furthermore, Israel has recognized the 
necessity of providing equal rights re-
gardless of gender or race and deserves 
to be commended. 

Not only is Israel an example for her 
neighbor as a thriving democracy 
where citizens’ rights are protected 
through the rule of law, she has also 
been an avid supporter in the global 
war on terror. The U.S. and Israel are 
continually working together to de-
velop sophisticated military tech-
nology and improve Israel’s defense 
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